alone are well worth a serious reading of Dubbs's wartime U-boat operations�
The revolution in military affairs created by U-boats in the First World War had a dramatic effect on the public, the conduct of the war, and the near attainment of German strategic aims� According to Dubbs, German U-boats were a major focus in negotiating the armistices that ended the war� Dubbs chronicles the debate by American Navy leaders on the benefits of taking U-boats as war prizes� They had to be convinced that there were benefits to crewing U-boats with American submariners and crossing the Atlantic� Dubbs also introduces American submariners in his account of these events� Those officers would later emerge as leaders of the submarine force in the Second World War� Their efforts to inject First World War U-boat technology into U�S� submarines formed the basis for the U�S� Navy's undersea warfare dominance today� America's U-boats is an important book for naval warfare professionals and submariners� It conveys a near-complete history of the origins of submarine warfare and the revolution in military affairs that submarines have delivered to maritime and strategic warfare then and now� Finally, the author considers the influence of culture on military strategy� He details the rise of Marine air-ground task forces (MAGTFs), which had both positive and negative implications� This novel structure provided scalable and relevant power projection capabilities focused on low-intensity conflict, but also risked militarization by making deployments easier to initiate for civilian policy makers� Underdogs is a valuable addition to an understanding of military culture and illustrates how military organizations are unique� O'Connell contributes useful concepts such as "narratives of Marine exceptionalism"; "cultural discipline"; and "cultural politics, " which relate culture to military institutions, militarization, and power� Ultimately, Underdogs explains how and why the Marine Corps created a distinctive identity after World War II and illuminates the dynamic and symbiotic relationship between the Marine Corps and American society�
